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  Option Reason Risk Mitigation Savings Comments Investment 
Required 

1  Close Boyn Grove 
Library 

The space is very small which limits community support activity to 
mostly outside of library opening hours.  

Impacts on 3 wards 
Well used by Dementia and Learning Disability 
partners  
High levels of book borrowing 
Supports schools  
Accessible with ample parking 
Passes building costs onto other services within 
the council such as Property or Optalis, who are 
already able to make use of the space if they wish 
to do so.  

Schools can take up RDS (Reading 
Development Service) offer 
Families can use Maidenhead 
Library (2 miles) 
Inclusions work with Dementia 
and Learning Disability partners 
to be developed 
Mobile Library stops on site.   

22,000  Staff savings: 
£18,000 
Building savings: 
£7,000 

Inclusions, RDS and 
Mobile Library top-
up: £3000 

2  Close Datchet 
Library 

High rent and utility costs  
Low levels of usage when compared to most RBWM community 
libraries - library usage dropped when car park charges were 
introduced by the Council 
Building not fit for purpose with high maintenance costs 

There are pockets of deprivation in Datchet 
The removal of access to IT support and facilities, 
along with a safe place for children to attend 
after school may impact the more vulnerable.  
However there is little evidence that the library is 
well-used by people in this demographic.  

Mobile Library Weekly stops  
Schools encouraged to take up 
the RDS School Offer 
Customers can access library 
services at Windsor Library (2.3 
miles)  
Targeted inclusions work by the 
Reading Development Inclusions 
Officer 

44,000  Staff savings: 
17,000 
Building savings: 
£30,000 

Inclusions, RDS and 
Mobile Library top-
up: £3000 

3  Close Sunninghill 
Library 

Very old building not fit for purpose 
Low visitor counts other than directly after school (3-4pm) 

School children may not be taken to another 
library by parents / carers 
Children may not have somewhere safe to go 
after school 

Families can use Ascot Library 
(1.6 miles) 
School can take up RDS offer 
Mobile Library stops  

28,000  Sunninghill staff 
savings: £16,000 
Sunninghill Building 
savings: £12,000 

  

4  Close Old 
Windsor Library 

High rent  
Low levels of usage when compared to most RBWM Community 
Libraries  

Capital improvements to and extension of this 
location were only completed last year 

Mobile Library stops 
School encouraged to take up the 
RDS School Offer  
Customers can access library 
services at Windsor Library (2.1 
miles)  

21,000  Staff savings: 
£10,000 
Building savings: 
£13,000 

Inclusions, RDS and 
Mobile Library top-
up: £2000 

5  Deliver Container 
Library services 
from one of the 
sites 

This will save on £50Kpa towage costs.  
 

Impacts 3 villages Mobile Library stops  
Schools encouraged to take up 
the RDS School Offer 
Customers can access library 
services at other Libraries 
Holyport is 3.3 miles from 
Maidenhead Library 
Furze Platt is 1.8 miles from 
Maidenhead Library 
Sunningdale is 2.6 miles from 
Ascot Library. 
Public Consultation and partner 
negotiation required to agree 
which sites will see the service 
withdrawn 

64,000  Holyport 
Wraysbury and 
Furze Platt staff 
savings: £5,000 per 
site 
Sunningdale staff 
savings: £6,000 
Container Towage 
savings: £50,000 
(Consultation and 
negotiation with 
partners required) 

Inclusions, RDS and 
Mobile Library top-
up: £2000 
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6  Reduce opening 
hours at Windsor 
Library by 4hpw 

Open at 10am Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday Residents requiring urgent PC, printing or wifi 
facilities, residents using the library for work and 
business purposes, and students during peak 
study season will be most impacted 

  10,000  Staff savings: 
£10,000  

  

7  Reduce opening 
hours at 
Maidenhead 
Library by 5hpw 

Open at 10am Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and at 11am 
for the general public on Wednesday.  

Residents requiring urgent PC, printing or wifi 
facilities, residents using the library for work and 
business purposes, and students during peak 
study season will be most impacted 

Retain an "Accessibility Hour" at 
Maidenhead Library where the 
library is only open for those with 
Dementia, Autism or Learning 
Disabilities. Open on a 
Wednesday at 10am for 
accessibility customers and to the 
rest of the Public at 11am. 

25,000  Staff savings: 
£25,000 

  

8  Retain Eton Wick 
Library 
Reduce opening 
hours further 
from 20hpw to 
13hpw 

Building costs for Eton Wick Library are very low (less than £2Kpa) 
due to the support provided by the Eton Wick Village Hall.  
The library is well-situated right in the middle of the village alongside 
the Youth Club, Social Club, Sports Fields and local shops.  
Eton Wick is a particularly community-orientated village with many 
groups, societies, clubs and volunteers who use the library space.  
Age Concern, PCSOs and Community Wardens are active partners.  
The library is an integral part of the community, blended into the 
fabric of Eton Wick community life.  
Several young volunteers are active in the library.  
The IT help volunteer is particularly busy every week. Excluded 
children also make use of the library with their teachers.  
Computer use at this location is high. 
Eton Wick has poor travel links to which means getting to another 
library is difficult for many residents. 
Of a population of 2260, books loans average 1400 per month, 
which is a high loan to resident ratio.   

Reduction in hours may impact vulnerable groups The site can continue to be used 
by community groups outside of 
library opening hours to continue 
to provide support by the 
community for the community 

5,000  Open to the public 
each week for:  
one morning 
one afternoon 
one evening  
Saturday morning  
 
The building will 
continue to be 
available seven 
days a week for 
community use.  

Eton Wick Library 
would benefit from a 
small CIL investment 
to remove the wall 
between the IT Suite 
and main library in 
order to expand the 
available space and 
increase flexibility 
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9  Retain Dedworth 
Library 
Reduce opening 
hours further 
from 26hpw to 
13hpw 

Dedworth Library is in the heart of the residential district of West 
Windsor  
Excellent access for local residents 
It is on the school site and the building is integrated into the school 
(it used to be used as the school canteen and kitchens)  
No rental costs, low utility costs, high income. 
Dedworth is one of the highest areas of deprivation in the Borough 
The library building is used throughout the week during and outside 
of library opening hours.  
The Community Room is rented by Lilliputs Nursery and is used out 
of school hours by community groups, individuals, families, 
volunteers and charities to provide services for the community. 
These include groups such as the Mental Health Choir, Dementia 
Friends and MIND - Friends in Need.  
The library works with young mums who attend the baby clinic, 
making sure they have Bookstart packs and are invited to the 
rhymetimes, storytimes and other events delivered by volunteers 
and partners. 
Many school children use the library after school to wait in a safe 
space to be picked up, and parents use the library when their 
children attend the range of events and activities on the site. 
Take-up for IT help provided by volunteers and training delivered by 
partners such as CLASS is high. 
Dedworth Library works closely with Community Champions, PCSOs, 
Community Wardens and many other partners to help support  
community resilience and independence.  
Residents are assisted with UC applications 

Reduction in opening hours may impact 
vulnerable children and adults.  

The site can continue to be used 
by community groups outside of 
library opening hours to continue 
to provide support by the 
community for the community 

9,000  Open to the public 
each week for:  
one morning 
one afternoon 
one evening  
Saturday morning  
 
The building will 
continue to be 
available seven 
days a week for 
community use.  

Dedworth Library 
would benefit from a 
small CIL investment 
to extend the bike 
sheds and refurbish 
the Boiler Room 
building to provide 
additional 
community space. 

10  Retain Cox Green 
Library 
Reduce opening 
hours further 
from 25hpw to 
13hpw 

Cox Green Library is used throughout the week by the school. 
Library staffing is funded by the school for school opening hours. The 
building is fully integrated into the school and a peppercorn rent is 
paid by the Council for the space. 
The Parish Council pays RBWM libraries rent for use of their offices 
and the space is also shared with TVP.  
The library sits alongside the Leisure Centre and the Community 
Centre.  
Every Cox Green school pupil is a member of the library and usage is 
high.   
Many partners such as Age Concern deliver support services to the 
community from the library, in particular IT training.  
Library volunteers also deliver weekly IT drop-in sessions for 
residents who prefer less formal assistance with their IT problems.  
The Teenage Volunteer Programme is very popular with young 
people from Cox Green and many young volunteers go on to 
weekend and summer employment with the service 
The library is located very close to two primary schools 

Reduction in opening hours may impact 
vulnerable children and adults. 

The site can be used by 
community groups outside of 
library opening hours to continue 
to provide support by the 
community for the community 

8,000  Open to the public 
each week for:  
one morning 
one afternoon 
one evening  
Saturday morning  
 
The building will 
continue to be 
available seven 
days a week for 
community use.  
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11  Retain Cookham 
Library 
Reduce opening 
hours further 
from 20hpw to 
13hpw 

Cookham Library is used throughout the week during and outside of 
library opening hours by a wide range of community users to 
support health and wellbeing, healthy lifestyles, children’s events 
and activities, workshops for adults and children, IT assistance, 
community events, art and cultural exhibitions, council services, 
clubs, volunteers and charitable events.  
Cookham Parish Council has a 60 year lease with the library service 
and contributes to both opening hours and building costs. The Parish 
Council contributed £60,000 to the library building as well.  
Very accessible location, some distance from any other library 
location. 
Dual use library for the school, RDS School service funded by the 
school. 
The building is physically integrated with the school and is used by 
the school for PTAs, meetings, training and teaching purposes.  
Offers volunteering and job opportunities for young people 
Provides a safe place for children who are able to attend 
unaccompanied from the age of 8, particularly beneficial to children 
of working parents. 
Cookham Library was selected by Penguin Books as one of their 14 
wonderful children's libraries. 

Reduction in opening hours may impact 
vulnerable children and adults.  
Cookham Parish Council may withdraw their 
opening hours funding of £2kpa.  

The site can continue to be used 
by community groups outside of 
library opening hours to continue 
to provide support by the 
community for the community 

3,000  Open to the public 
each week for:  
one morning 
one afternoon 
one evening  
Saturday morning  
 
The building will 
continue to be 
available seven 
days a week for 
community use.  

 

12 Retain Ascot 
Library 

Library required in the south of the Borough. This library is 
supported by Ascot Durning Trust. 

    0     

13 Other savings / 
income 

Income from Rio Café Café may be impacted by Covid 
 

3 year lease in place 20,000   

14 Supervisor Reduction in library staffing and building responsibilities will allow 
for reduction in 1FTE at supervisor level 

 Loss of skills and capacity across the service 
 

33,000      

 Total Savings    292,000   

        

 

 
 


